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Key Points: 

 The third eyelid serves to distribute the precorneal tear film and remove debris 
 The most common abnormalities include lacerations, foreign bodies, scroll 

cartilage, prolapse of the gland and neoplasia 
 
 The third eyelid can be examined using both retropulsion of the globe and a strabismus 
hook or Graffe forceps to examine the bulbar aspect.  The third eyelid should be examined for 
foreign bodies, lacerations, proliferative lesions, cartilage deformities and prolapse of the gland.  

The most common abnormality of the third eyelid is prolapse of the gland of the nictitans.  
It is important to remember that NO MATTER what you do, these eyes are at increased risk for 
KCS.  The greatest risk would be to excise the gland and this is contraindicated.  The least risk 
for KCS would be surgical replacement with no therapy being the middle risk group.  There are 
several techniques for replacement and of those I have tried, the Morgan pocket imbrication 
technique works the best for me. 

     
Pocket technique for correction of prolapsed gland of the nictitans 
 
 Scroll cartilage is seen most commonly in the third eyelid of large breed dogs or 
secondary to chronic prolapse of the nictitans gland.  The traditional surgery for scroll cartilage 
was to excise the area of deformed cartilage by incising the bulbar conjunctiva over the 
deformity, bluntly dissecting the area of cartilage from the underlying conjunctiva and excising 
it.  This left the third eyelid cartilage in two sections and resulted in a weakening and loss of 
stability in some cases.  A new technique using thermal cautery to correct the scrolled cartilage 
appears to be both effective and simple. 
 For neoplasia of the gland of the third eyelid, excision of the third eyelid and its gland are 
indicated following a complete systemic evaluation. 
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